The Order of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales in various MSS
incorporating the order of tales in Robinson’s Works of Chaucer (1957)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Extant manuscript copies of Canterbury Tales arrange the tales told by the pilgrims in various orders, always at variance with the order of their portraits in the General Prologue. Some of the tales fall into obvious groups where one speaker interrupts or expressly follows on another, but others are more free-floating and have no definite place in the whole. It is these which usually vary in order, as do the main groups themselves. The grouping of tales into 9 such "fragments" was adopted in Tyrwhitt’s 8th century edition and repeated in William Skeat’s early-twentieth century edition. Both of these follow the Ellsmere order but later editions are less inclined to do so. For instance, the order of the tales in the classic modern edition by F. N. Robinson However, popular editions and translations prefer to follow the order of the General Prologue where possible and this results in a different arrangement from the most scholarly editions such as F. N. Robinson’s in The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer (Michigan 1957). 

There are 83 extant manuscript [MSS] copies of The Canterbury Tales— whole or partial — of which the Ellsmere MS is the most complete and also the most elaborately produced, with marginal portraits of the characters and other decorative fonts. It is thought to contain all the tales that Chaucer actually completed, though not necessarily in the order in which he intended to arrange them. Some thought about the conditions of production and the nature of manuscript culture in the period in wuesiton will make the reasons for our final uncertainty about this question. In any event, the Ellsmere version is the one most generally followed in modern editions.
—El (Ellesmere 26 C 9, the Ellesmere manuscript) — A deluxe illuminated manuscript, probably made within 20 years of Chaucer’s death.
—Hg (Hengwrt 154 (Peniarth 392D), the Hengwrt manuscript) — Probably the oldest surviving manuscript and, since the mid-20th century, considered the most important.
—Hg* Manly & Rickert argue that some time after Hengwrt was copied, leaves from the back of the manuscript were mistakenly moved to the middle, and the manuscript was bound – and remains today – in this mistaken order. This column shows the presumed original order.
—Cx (Caxton’s editio princeps) — The earliest printed edition of The Canterbury Tales (1478), it is typically accorded manuscript status, as it is based on a now-lost manuscript.
—La (Lansdowne 851)
—Pw (Petworth House MS 7)
—Ha (Harley MS. 7334)


	Pilgrim
	GP
	Tyr
	CS
	El
	Hg
	Hg*
	Cx
	La
	Pw
	Ha

	Knight
	1
	I.2
	A.2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Squire 
	2
	V.1
	F.1
	12
	13
	10
	7
	7
	9
	12

	Yeoman
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prioress
	4
	VII.2
	B2.2
	17
	21
	18
	19
	19
	7
	19

	Nun 
	5
	VIII.1
	G.1
	22
	16
	13
	14
	14
	16
	14

	Nun 
	5
	VIII.1
	G.1
	22
	16
	13
	14
	14
	16
	14

	Nun’s Priest 
	6
	VII.6
	B2.6
	21
	10
	22
	23
	23
	23
	23

	2nd Priest
	7
	[Characters cited in GP with no tales]

	3rd Priest
	8
	

	Monk
	9
	VII.5
	B2.5
	20
	9
	21
	22
	22
	22
	22

	Friar
	10
	III.2
	D.2
	8
	7
	7
	10
	9
	12
	8

	Merchant
	11
	IV.2
	E.2
	11
	14
	11
	8
	12
	10
	11

	Clerk
	12
	IV.1
	E.1
	10
	17
	14
	12
	11
	14
	10

	Sargeant 
	13
	II
	B1
	6
	12
	9
	6
	6
	8
	6

	Franklin
	14
	V.2
	F.2
	13
	15
	12
	13
	13
	15
	13

	Haberdasher 
	15
	[Characters cited in General Prologue with no tales]

	Carpenter
	16
	

	Weaver
	17
	

	Dyer
	18
	

	Weaver
	19
	

	Cook 
	20
	I.5
	A.5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5 +G
	5 +G
	5 +G

	Shipman
	21
	VII.1
	B2.1
	16
	20
	17
	18
	18
	6
	18

	Physician
	22
	VI.1
	C.1
	14
	18
	15
	16
	16
	18
	16

	Wife of Bath
	23
	III.1
	D.1
	7
	6
	6
	9
	8
	11
	7

	Parson
	24
	X.1
	I.1
	25
	24
	24
	25
	25
	25
	25

	Plowman
	25
	[Characters cited in General Prologue with no tales]

	Reeve
	26
	I.4
	A.4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4

	Miller
	27
	I.3
	A.3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Summoner
	28
	III.3
	D.3
	9
	8
	8
	11
	10
	13
	9

	Pardoner
	29
	VI.2
	C.2
	15
	19
	16
	17
	17
	19
	17

	Manciple
	30
	IX
	H
	24
	11
	23
	24
	24
	24
	24

	"Chaucer"
	31
	I.1
	A.1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	31

	      Sir Thopas (Tale)
	31
	VII.3
	B2.3
	18
	22
	19
	20
	20
	20
	20

	      Melibee (Tale)
	31
	VII.4
	B2.4
	19
	23
	20
	21
	21
	21
	21

	      Retraction
	31
	X.2
	I.2
	26
	-
	-
	26
	26
	26
	26

	Our Host
	32
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Canon’s Yeoman
	
	VIII.2
	G.2
	23
	-
	-
	15
	15
	17
	15

	Canon
	[Character not mentioned in General Prologue with no tale]



