Jonathan Swift, The Drapier’s Fourth Letter: To the Whole People of Ireland (1724)


My Dear Countrymen, 
Having already written Three Letters upon so disagreeable a Subject as Mr. Wood and his Half-pence, I conceived my Task was at an End: But I find, that Cordials must be frequently apply’d to weak Constitutions, Political as well as Natural. A People long used to Hardships, lose by Degrees the very Notions of Liberty, they look upon themselves as Creatures at Mercy, and that all Impositions laid on them by a stronger Hand, are, in the Phrase of the Report, Legal and Obligatory. Hence proceeds that Poverty and Lowness of Spirit, to which a Kingdom may be subject as well as a Particular Person. And, when Esau came fainting from the Field at the Point to Die, it is no wonder that he Sold his Birth-Right for a Mess Pottage.
I thought I had sufficiently shewn to all who could want Instruction, by what Methods they might safely proceed, whenever this Coyn should be offered to them: And I believe there hath not been for many Ages an Example of any Kingdom so firmly united in a Point of great Importance, as this of Ours is at present, against that detestable Fraud. But however, it so happens that some weak People begin to be allarmed anew, by Rumours industriously spread. Wood prescribes to the News-Mongers in London what they are to write. In one of their Papers published here by some obscure Printer (and probably with no good Design) we are told, that the Papists in Ireland have entered into an Association against his Coyn, although it be notoriously known, that they never once offered to stir in the Matter; so that the Two Houses of Parliament, the Privy Council, the great Number of Corporations, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, the Grand-juries, and Principal Gentlemen of several Counties are stigmatized in a Lump under the Name of Papists.
This Impostor and his Crew do likewise give out, that, by refusing to receive his Dross for Sterling, we dispute the King’s Prerogative, are grown Ripe for Rebellion, and ready to shake off the Dependancy of Ireland upon the Crown of England. To countenance which Reports he hath publish’d a Paragraph in another News-Paper, to let us know that the Lord Lieutenant is ordered to come over immediately to settle his Half-pence.
I intreat you, my dear Countrymen, not to be under the least Concern upon these and the like Rumours, which are no more than the last Howls of a Dog dissected alive, as I hope he hath sufficiently been. These Calumnies are the only Reserve that is left him. For surely our continued and (almost) unexampled Loyalty will never be called in Question for not suffering our selves to be Robbed of all that we have, by one obscure Iron-Monger.
As to disputing the King’s Prerogative, give me Leave to explain to those who are Ignorant, what the meaning of that word Prerogative is.
The Kings of these Realms enjoy several Powers, wherein the Laws have not interposed: So they can make War and Peace without the Consent of Parliament; and this is a very great Prerogative. But if the Parliament doth not approve of the War, the King must bear the Charge of it out of his own Purse and this is as great a Check on the Crown. So the King hath a Prerogative to Coin Money without Consent of Parliament. But he cannot compel the Subject to take that Money except it be Sterling, Gold or Silver; because herein he is Limited by Law. Some Princes have indeed extended their Prerogative further than the Law allowed them: Wherein however, the Lawyers of Succeeding Ages, as fond as they are of Precedents, have never dared to Justifie them. But to say the Truth, it is only of late Times that Prerogative hath been fixed and ascertained. For whoever Reads the Histories of England, will find that some former Kings, and these none of the worst, have upon several Occasions ventured to controul the Laws with very little Ceremony or Scruple, even later than the Days of Queen Elizabeth. In her Reign that pernicious Council of sending Base Money hither, very narrowly failed of Losing the Kingdom, being complained of by the Lord Deputy, the Council, and the whole Body of the English here: So that soon after her Death it was recalled by her Successor, and Lawful Money paid in Exchange.
 Having thus given you some Notion of what is meant by the King’s Prerogative, as far as a  Tradesman can be thought capable of Explaining it, I will only add the Opinion of the great Lord Bacon; That as God governs the World by the settled Laws of Nature, which he hath made, and never transcends those Laws but upon High Important Occasions: So among Earthly Princes, those are the Wisest and the Best, who govern by the known Laws of the Country, and seldomest make Use of their Prerogative.
Now, here you may see that the Vile Accusation of Wood and his Accomplices, charging us with Disputing the King’s Prerogative by refusing his Brass, can have no Place, because compelling the Subject to take any Coin which is not Sterling is no Part of the King’s Prerogative, and I am very confident if it were so, we should be the last of his People to dispute it, as well from that, inviolable Loyalty we have always paid to his Majesty, as from the Treatment we might in such a Case justly expect from some who seem to think, we have neither Common Sense nor Common Senses. But God be thanked, the Best of them are only our Fellow Subjects, and not our Masters. One great Merit I am sure we have, which those of English Birth can have no Pretence to, That our Ancestors reduced this Kingdom to the Obedience of ENGLAND, for which we have been rewarded with a worse Climate, the Priviledge of being governed by Laws to which we do not consent, a Ruined Trade, a House of Peers without Jurisdiction, almost an Incapacity for all Employments; and the Dread of Wood’s Half-pence.
But we are so far from disputing the King’s Prerogative in Coyning, that we own he has Power to give a Patent to any Man for setting his Royal Image and Superscription upon whatever Materials he pleases, and Liberty to the Patentee to offier them in any Country from England to Japan, only attended with one small Limitation, That no body alive is obliged to take them.
Upon these considerations I was ever against all Recourse to England for a Remedy against the present Impending Evil, especially when I observed that the Addresses of Both Houses, after long Expectance, produced nothing but a REPORT altogether in Favour of Wood, upon which I made some Observations in a former Letter, and might at least have made as many more. For it is a Paper of as Singular a Nature as I ever beheld.
 But I mistake; for before this Report was made, His Majesties Most Gracious Answer to the House of Lords was sent over and Printed, wherein there are these Words, Granting the Patent for Coyning alf-pence and Farthings AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, &c. That King Charles 2nd and King James 2nd (AND THEY ONLY) did grant Patents for this Purpose is indisputable, and I have shewn it at large. Their Patents were passed under the great Seal of  IRELAND by References to IRELAND, the Copper to be Coined in IRELAND, the Patentee was bound on Demand to receive his Coyn back in IRELAND, and pay Silver and Gold in Return. Wood’s Patent was made under the great Seal of ENGLAND, the Brass Coined in ENGLAND, not the least Reference made to Ireland, the sum immense, and the Patentee under no Obligation to receive it again and give good Money for it: This I only mention, because in my private Thoughts I have sometimes made a Query, whether the Penner of those Words in his Majesties Most Gracious Answer, AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, had maturely considered the several Circumstances, which, in my poor Opinion seem to make a Difference.
Let me now say something concerning the other great Cause of some Peoples Fear, as Wood has taught the London News-Writer to express it. That his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is coming over to settle Wood ‘s Half-pence. 
We know very well that the Lords Lieutenants for several Years past have not thought this Kingdom Worthy the Honour of their Residence, longer than was absolutely necessary for the King’s Business, which consequently wanted no Speed in the Dispatch; and therefore it naturally fell into most Men’s Thoughts, that a new Governor coming at an Unusual Time must portend some Unusual Business to be done, especially if the Common Report be true, that the Parliament Prorogued to I know not when, is by a new Summons (revoking that Prorogation) to assemble soon after his Arrival: For which extraordinary Proceeding the Lawyers on the other Side the Water have by great good Fortune found Two Precedents.
All this being granted, it can never enter into my Head that so Little a Creature as Wood could find Credit enough with the King and his Ministers to have the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland sent hither in a Hurry upon his Errand.
For let us take the whole Matter nakedly as it lies before us, without the Refinements of some People, with which we have nothing to do. Here is a Patent granted under the great Seal of England, upon false Suggestions, to one William Wood for Coyning Copper Half-pence for Ireland: The Parliament here, upon Apprehensions of the worst Consequences from the said Patent, address the King to have it recalled; this is refused, and a Committee of the Privy Council Report to his Majesty, that Wood has performed the Conditions of his Patent. He then is left to do the best he can with his Half-pence; no Man being obliged to receive them; the People here, being likewise left to themselves, unite as one Man, resolving they will have nothing to do with his Ware. By this plain Account of the Fact it is Manifest, that the King and his Ministry are wholly out of the Case, and the Matter is left to be disputed between him and us. Will any Man therefore attempt to persuade me, that a Lord Lieutenant is to be dispatched over in great Haste before the Ordinary Time, and a Parliament summoned by anticipating a Prorogation, merely to put an Hundred thousand Pounds into the Pocket of a Sharper, by the Ruin of a most Loyal Kingdom?

But supposing all this to be true. By what Arguments could a Lord Lieutenant prevail on the same Parliament which addressed with so much Zeal and Earnestness against this Evil, to pass it into a Law? I am sure their Opinion of Wood and his Project is not mended since the last Prorogation; and Supposing those Methods should be used which Detractors tell us have been sometimes put in Practice for gaining Votes. It is well known that in this Kingdom there are few Employments to be given, and if there were more, it is as well known to whose Share they must fall.
But because great Numbers of you are altogether Ignorant in. the Affairs of your Country, I will tell you some Reasons why there are so few Employments to be disposed of in this Kingdom. All considerable Offices for Life here are possessed by those to whom the Reversions were granted, and these have been generally Followers of the Chief Governors, or Persons who had Interest in the Court of England. So the Lord Berkeley of Stratton holds that great Office of Master of the Rolls, the Lord Palmerstown is First Remembrancer worth near £2000. per Ann. One Dodington Secretary to the Earl of Pembroke, begged the Reversion of Clerk of the Pells worth £2500 a Year, which he now enjoys by the Death of the Lord Newtown. Mr. Southwell is Secretary of State, and the Earl of Burlington Lord High Treasurer of Ireland by Inheritance. These are only a few among many others which I have been told of, but cannot remember. Nay the Reversion of several Employments during Pleasure are granted the same Way. This among many others is a Circumstance whereby the Kingdom of Ireland is distinguished from all other Nations upon Earth, and makes it so Difficult an Affair to get into a Civil Employ, that Mr. Addison was forced to purchase an old obscure Place, called Keeper of the Records of Berminghams Tower of Ten Pounds a Year, and to get a Salary of £400 annexed to it, though all the Records there are not worth Half a Crown, either for Curiosity or Use. And we lately saw a Favourite Secretary descend to be Master of the Revels, which by his Credit and Extortion he hath made Pretty Considerable. I say nothing of the Under-Treasurership worth about £8000 a Year, nor the Commissioners of the Revenue, Four of whom generally live in England: For I think none of these are granted in Reversion. But the Jest is, that I have known upon Occasion some of these absent Officers as Keen against the Interest of Ireland as if they had never been indebted to Her for a Single Groat.
I confess, I have been sometimes tempted to wish that this Project of Wood might succeed, because I reflected with some Pleasure what a Jolly Crew it would bring over among us of Lords and ’Squires, and Pensioners of Both Sexes, and Officers Civil and Military, where we should live together as merry and sociable as Beggars, only with this one Abatement, that we should neither have Meat to feed, nor Manufactures to Clothe us, unless we could be content to Prance about in Coats of Mail, or Eat Brass as Ostriches do Iron.
I return from this Digression to that which gave me the Occasion of making it: And I believe you are now convinced, that if the Parliament of Ireland were as Temptable as any other Assembly within a Mile of Christendom (which God forbid) yet the Managers must of Necessity fail for want of Tools to work with. But I will yet go one Step further, by Supposing that a Hundred new Employments were erected on purpose to gratify Compliers; yet still an insuperable Difficulty would remain; for it happens, I know now how, that Money is neither Whig nor Tory, neither of Town nor Country Party, and it is not improbable, that a Gentleman would rather choose to live upon his own Estate which brings him Gold and Silver, than with the Addition of an Employment, when his Rents and Salary must both be paid in Wood’s Brass, at above Eighty per Cent Discount.
For these and many other Reasons, I am confident you need not be under the least Apprehensions from the sudden Expectation of the Lord Lieutenant, while we continue in our present Hearty Disposition; to alter which there is no Suitable Temptation can possibly be offered: And if, as I have often asserted from the best Authority, the Law hath not left a Power in the Crown to force any Money except Sterling upon the Subject, much less can the Crown devolve such a Power upon another.
This I speak with the utmost Respect to the Person and Dignity of His Excellency the Lord Carteret, whose Character hath been given me by a Gentleman that hath known him from his first Appearance in the World: That Gentleman describes Him as a Young Noble Man of great Accomplishments, Excellent Learning, Regular in his Life, and of much Spirit and Vivacity. He hath since, as I have heard, been employed abroad, was Principal Secretary of State, and is now about the 37th Year of his Age appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. From such a Governor this Kingdom may reasonably hope for as much Prosperity as, under so many Discouragements, it can be capable of Receiving.
It is true indeed, that within the Memory of Man, there have been Governors of so much Dexterity, as to carry Points of Terrible Consequence to this Kingdom, by their Power with those who were in Office, and by their Arts in managing or deluding others with Oaths, Affability, and even with Dinners. If Wood’s Brass had in those Times been upon the Anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what Methods would have been taken Depending Persons would have been told in plain Terms, that it was a Service expected from them, under Pain of the Public Business being put into more complying Hands. Others would be allured by Promises. To the Country Gentlemen, besides Good Words, Burgundy and Closeting. It would perhaps have been hinted how kindly it would be taken to comply with a Royal Patent, though it were not compulsory, that if any Inconveniences ensued, it might be made up with other Graces or Favours hereafter. That Gentlemen ought to consider whether it were prudent or safe to disgust England: They would be desired to think of some good Bills for encouraging of Trade, and setting the Poor to Work, some further Acts against Popery and for Uniting Protestants. There would be solemn Engagements that we should never be troubled with above Forty thousand Pounds in his Coyn, and all of the best and weightiest Sort, for which we should only give our Manufactures in Exchange, and keep our Gold and Silver at Home. Perhaps a seasonable Report of some Invasion would have been spread in the most proper Juncture, which is a great Smoother of Rubs in Public Proceedings; and we should have been told that this was no Time to create Differences when the Kingdom was in Danger.
These, I say, and the like Methods would in corrupt Times have been taken to let in this Deluge of Brass-among us: And I am Confident would even then have not succeeded, much less under the Administration of so Excellent a Person as the Lord Carteret, and in a Country where the People of all Ranks, Parties and Denominations are convinced to a Man, that the utter undoing of themselves and their Posterity for ever will be Dated from the Admission of that Execrable Coyn; that if it once enters, it can be no more confined to a small or Moderate Quantity, than the Plague can be confined to a few Families, and that no Equivalent can be given by any earthly Power, any more than a Dead Carcass can be recovered to Life by a Cordial.
There is one comfortable Circumstance in this Universal Opposition to Mr. Wood, that the People sent over hither from England to fill up our Vacancies Ecclesiastical, Civil and Military, are all on our Side: Money, the great Divider of the World, hath by a strange Revolution, been the great Uniter of a most Divided People. Who would leave a Hundred Pounds a Year in England (a Country of Freedom) to be paid a Thousand in Ireland out of Wood’s Exchequer. The Gentleman They have lately made Primate would never quit his Seat in an English House of Lords, and his Preferments at Oxford and Bristol, worth Twelve hundred Pounds a Year, for Four times the Denomination here, but not half the Value; therefore I expect to hear he will be as good an Irish Man, upon this Article, as any of his Brethren, or even of Us who have had the Misfortune to be born in this Island. For those, who, in the common Phrase, do not come hither to learn the Language, would never change a better Country for a Worse to receive Brass instead of Gold.
Another Slander spread by Wood and his Emissaries is, that by opposing him we discover an Inclination to shake off our Dependence upon the Crown of England. Pray observe how Important a Person is this same William Wood, and how the Public Weal of Two Kingdoms is involved in his Private Interest. First, all those who refuse to take his Coyn are Papists; for he tells us that none but Papists are associated against him; Secondly, They dispute the King’s Prerogative; Thirdly, They are Ripe for Rebellion, and Fourthly, They are going to shake off their Dependence upon the Crown of England; That is to say, they are going to choose another King. For there can be no other Meaning in this Expression, however some may pretend to strain it.
And this gives me an Opportunity of Explaining, to those who are Ignorant, another Point, which hath often Swelled in my Breast. Those who come over hither to us from England, and some Weak People among our selves, whenever in Discourse we make mention of Liberty and Property, shake their Heads, and tell us, that Ireland is a Depending Kingdom, as if they would seem, by this Phrase, to intend that the People of Ireland is in some State of Slavery or Dependence different from those of England: Whereas a Depending Kingdom is a Modern Term of Art, unknown, as I have heard, to all ancient Civilians, and Writers upon Government; and Ireland is on the contrary called in some Statutes an Imperial Crown, as held only from God; which is as High a Style as any Kingdom is capable of receiving. Therefore by this Expression, a Depending Kingdom, there is no more understood than that by a Statute made here in the 33nd Year of Henry 8th. The King and his Successors are to be Kings Imperial of this Realm as United and Knit to the Imperial Crown of England. I have looked over all the English and Irish Statutes without finding any Law that makes Ireland depend upon England, any more than England does upon Ireland. We have indeed obliged our selves to have the same King with them, and consequently they are obliged to have the same King with us. For the Law was made by our own Parliament, and our Ancestors then were not such Fools (whatever they were in the Preceding Reign) to bring themselves under I know not what Dependence, which is now talked of without any Ground of Law, Reason or Common Sense.
Let whoever think otherwise, I M. B. Drapier, desire to be excepted, for I declare, next under God, I depend only on the King my Sovereign, and on the Laws of my own Country; and I am so far from depending upon the People of England, that if they should ever Rebel against my Sovereign (which God forbid) I would be ready at the first Command from his Majesty to take Arms against them, as some of my Country-men did against Theirs at Preston. And if such a Rebellion should prove so successful as to fix the Pretender on the Throne of England, I would venture to transgress that Statute so far as to lose every Drop of my Blood to hinder him from being King of Ireland.
’Tis true indeed, that within the Memory of Man, the Parliaments of England have Sometimes assumed the Power of binding this Kingdom by Laws enacted there, wherein they were at first openly opposed (as far as Truth, Reason’ and Justice are capable of Opposing) by the Famous Mr. Molyneux, an English Gentleman born here, as well as by several of the greatest Patriots, and best Whigs in England. But the Love and Torrent of Power prevailed. Indeed the Arguments on both sides were invincible; For in Reason, all Government without the Consent of the Governed is the very Definition of Slavery: But in Fact, Eleven Men well Armed will certainly subdue one Single Man in his Shirt. But I have done. For those who have used Power to cramp Liberty have gone so far as to Resent even the Liberty of Complaining, altho’ a Man upon the Rack was never known to be refused the Liberty of Roaring as loud as he thought fit.
And as we are apt to sink too much under unreasonable Fears, so we are too soon inclined to be Raised by groundless Hopes (according to the Nature of all Consumptive Bodies like ours). Thus, it hath been given about for several Days past, that Somebody in England empowered a Second Somebody to write to a third Somebody here to assure us, that we should no more be troubled with those Half-pence, And this is Reported to have been done by the Same Person, who was said to have Sworn some Months ago, that he would Ram them down our Throats (though I doubt they would stick in our Stomachs); but which ever of these Reports is True or False, it is no Concern of ours. For in this Point we have nothing to do with English Ministers, and I should be sorry it lay in their Power to Redress this Grievance or to Enforce it: For the Report of the Committee hath given me a Surfeit. The Remedy is wholly in your own Hands, and therefore I have digressed a little in order to refresh and continue that Spirit so seasonably raised amongst you, and to let you see that by the Laws of GOD, of NATURE, of NATIONS, and of your own Country, you ARE and OUGHT to be as FREE a People as your Brethren in England.
If the Pamphlets published at London by Wood and his Journey-men in Defence of his Cause, were Reprinted here, and that our Country-men could be persuaded to Read them, they would convince you of his wicked Design more than all I shall ever be able to say. In short I make him a perfect Saint in Comparison of what he appears to be from the Writings of those whom he Hires to Justifie his Project. But he is so far Master of the Field (let others guess the Reason) that no London Printer dare publish any Paper written in Favour of Ireland, and here no body hath yet been so bold as to Publish any thing in Favour of him.
There was a few Days ago a Pamphlet sent me of near 50 Pages Written in Favour of Mr. Wood and his Coinage, Printed in London, it is not worth answering, because probably it will never be published here: But it gave me an Occasion to reflect upon an Unhappiness we lye under, that the People of England are utterly Ignorant of our Case, which however is no wonder, since it is a Point they do not in the least concern themselves about, farther than perhaps as a Subject of Discourse in a Coffee-House when they have nothing else to talk of. For I have Reason to believe that no Minister ever gave himself the Trouble of Reading any Papers Written in our Defence, because I suppose their Opinions are already determined, and are formed wholly upon the Reports of Wood and his Accomplices; else it would be impossible that any Man could have the Impudence to write such a Pamphlet as I have mentioned.
Our Neighbours whose Understandings are just upon a Level with Ours (which perhaps are none of the Brightest) have a strong Contempt for most Nations, but especially for Ireland: They look upon Us as a Sort of Savage-Irish, whom our Ancestors conquered several hundred Years ago, and if I should describe the Britons to you as they were in Caesar’s Time, when they Painted their Bodies, or clothed themselves with the Skins of Beasts, I would act full as reasonably as they do: However they are so far to be excused in Relation to the present Subject, that, hearing only one Side of the Cause, and having neither Opportunity nor Curiosity to examine the Other, they believe a Lye merely for their Ease, and conclude, because Mr. Wood pretends to have Power, he hath also Reason on his Side.
Therefore to let you see how this Case is represented in England by Wood and his Adherents, I have thought it proper to extract out of that Pamphlet a few of those Notorious Falsehoods in Point of Fact and Reasoning contained therein; the Knowledge whereof will confirm my Country-men in their Own Right Sentiments, when they will see by comparing both, how much their Enemies are in the Wrong.
First, The Writer, positively asserts, That Wood’s Halfpence were Current among us for several Months with the universal Approbation of all People, without one single Gainsayer, and we all to a Man thought our selves Happy in having them.
Secondly, He affirms, That we were drawn into a Dislike of them only by some Cunning Evil designing Men among us, who opposed this Patent of Wood to get another for themselves.
Thirdly, That those who most declared at first against Wood’s Patent were the very Men who intended to get another for their own Advantage.
Fourthly, That our Parliament and Privy Council, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, the Grand-Juries and Merchants, and in short the whole Kingdom, nay the very Dogs (as he expressed it) were fond of those Half-pence, till they were inflamed by those few designing Persons aforesaid.
Fifthly, He says directly, That all those who opposed the Half-pence were Papists and Enemies to King George.
Thus far I am confident the most Ignorant among you can safely swear from your own Knowledge that the Author is a most notorious Liar in every Article; the direct contrary being so manifest to the whole Kingdom, that if Occasion required, we might get it confirmed under Five hundred thousand Hands.
Sixthly, He would persuade us, That if we sell Five Shillings worth of our Goods or Manufactures for Two Shillings and Four Pence worth of Copper, although the Copper were melted Down, and that we could get Five Shillings in Gold or Silver for the said Goods, yet to take the said Two Shillings and Four Pence in Copper would be greatly for our advantage.  
And Lastly, He makes us a very fair Offer, as empowered by Wood, That if we will take off Two hundred thousand Pounds in his Half-pence for our Goods, and likewise pay him Three per Cent. Interest for Thirty Years, for an Hundred and Twenty thousand Pounds (at which he computes the Coinage above the Intrinsic Value of the Copper) for the Loan of his Coyn, he will after that Time give us good Money for what Half-pence will be then left.
Let me place this offer in as Clear a Light as I can to shew the unsupportable Villainy and Impudence of that incorrigible Wretch. First (says he) I will send Two hundred thousand Pounds of my Coyn into your Country, the Copper I compute to be in Real Value Eighty thousand Pounds, and I charge you with an Hundred and Twenty thousand Pounds for the Coinage; so that you see I lend you an Hundred and Twenty thousand Pounds for Thirty Years, for which you shall pay me Three per Cent. That is to say Three thousand Six hundred Pounds per Ann. which in Thirty Years will amount to an Hundred and Eight thousand Pounds. And when these Thirty Years are expired, return me my Copper and I will give you Good Money for it.
This is the Proposal made to us by Wood in that Pamphlet Written by one of his Commissioners; and the Author is supposed to be the same Infamous Coleby, one of his Under-Swearers at the Committee of Council, who was tried for Robbing the Treasury here, where he was an Under Clerk.
By this Proposal he will first receive Two hundred thousand Pounds, in Goods or Sterling for as much Copper as he Values at Eighty thousand Pounds but in Reality not worth Thirty thousand Pounds. Secondly, He will receive for Interest an Hundred and Eight thousand Pounds. And when our Children come Thirty Years hence to return his Half-pence upon his Executors (for before that Time He will be probably gone to his own Place) those Executors will very reasonably reject them as Raps and Counterfeits, which probably they will be, and Millions of them of his own Coinage.
Methinks I am fond of such a Dealer as this who mends every Day upon our Hands, like a Dutch Reckoning, where if you dispute the Unreasonableness and Exorbitance of the Bill, the Landlord shall bring it up every Time with new Additions.
Although these and the like Pamphlets publish’d by Wood in London be altogether unknown here, where no body could Read them without as much Indignation as Contempt would allow, yet I thought it proper to give you a Specimen how the Man employs his Time, where he Rides alone without one Creature to contradict him, while OUR FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our Silence, and the English in general, if they think of this Matter at all, impute our Refusal to Wilfulness or Disaffection, just as Wood and his Hirelings are pleased to represent.
But although our Arguments are not suffered to be Printed in England, yet the Consequence will be of little Moment. Let Wood endeavour to Persuade the People There that we ought to Receive his Coyn, and let me Convince our People Here that they ought to Reject it under Pain of our utter Undoing. And then let him do his Best and his Worst.
Before I conclude, I must beg Leave in all Humility to tell Mr. Wood, that he is guilty of great Indiscretion, by causing so Honourable a Name as that of Mr. W[alpole] to be mentioned so often, and in such a Manner, upon his Occasion: A short Paper Printed at Bristol and Ro-printed here reports Mr. Wood to say, that he wonders at the impudence and Insolence of the Irish in refusing his Coyn, and what he will do when Mr. W[alpole] comes to Town. Where, by the Way, he is mistaken, for it is the True English People of Ireland who refuse it, although we take it for granted that the Irish will do so too whenever they are asked. He orders it to be Printed in another Paper, that Mr. W[alpole] will cram this Brass down our Throats: Sometimes it is given out that we must either take these Half-pence or eat our Brogues. And, in another News Letter but of Yesterday, We Read that the same great Man hath sworn to make us swallow his Coyn in Fire-Balls.
This brings to my Mind the known Story of a Scotchman, who receiving Sentence of Death, with all the Circumstances of Hanging, Beheading, Quartering, Embowelling, and the like, cried out, What need all this COOKERY: And I think we have Reason to ask the same Question; for if we believe Wood, here is a Dinner getting ready for us, and you see the Bill of Fare, and I am sorry the Drink was forgot, which might easily be supplied with Melted Lead and Flaming Pitch.
 What Vile Words are these to put into the Mouth of a great Councillor, in high Trust with his Majesty, and looked upon as a prime Minister. If Mr. Wood hath no better a Manner of representing his Patrons, when I come to be a Great Man, he shall never be suffered to attend at my Levee. This is not the Style of a Great Minister, it savours too much of the Kettle and the Furnace, and came entirely out of Mr. Wood’s Forge.  
As for the Threat of making us eat our Brogues, we need not be in Pain; for if his Coyn should pass, that Unpolite Covering for the Feet, would no longer be a National Reproach; because then we should have neither Shoe nor Brogue left in the Kingdom. But here the Falsehood of Mr. Wood is fairly detected; for I am confident Mr. W[alpole] never heard of a Brogue in his whole Life.
As to Swallowing these Half-pence in Fire-Balls, it is a Story equally improbable. For to execute this Operation the whole Stock of Mr. Wood’s Coyn and Metal must be melted down and moulded into hollow Balls with Wild-fire, no bigger than a Reasonable Throat can be able to swallow. Now the Metal he hath prepared, and already coined will amount to at least Fifty Millions of Half-pence to be Swallowed by a Million and a Half of People; so that allowing Two Half-pence to each Ball, there will be about Seventeen Balls of Wild-fire a-piece to be swallowed by every Person in this Kingdom, and to administer this Dose, there cannot be conveniently Fewer than Fifty thousand Operators, allowing one Operator to every Thirty, which, considering the Squeamishness of some Stomachs and the Peevishness of Young Children, is but reasonable. Now, under Correction of better Judgments, I think the Trouble and Charge of such an Experiment would exceed the Profit, and therefore I take this Report to be Spurious, or at least only a new Scheme of Mr. Wood himself, which to make it pass the better in Ireland he would Father upon a Minister of State.
But I will now demonstrate beyond all Contradiction that Mr. W[alpole] is against this Project of Mr. Wood, and is an entire Friend to Ireland, only by this one invincible Argument, that he has the Universal Opinion of being a Wise Man, an able Minister, and in all his Proceedings pursuing the True Interest of the King his Master: And that as his Integrity is above all Corruption, so is his Fortune above all Temptation. I reckon therefore we are perfectly safe from that Corner, and shall never be under the Necessity of Contending with so Formidable a Power, but be left to possess our Brogues and Potatoes in Peace as Remote from Thunder as we are from Jupiter. 
I am, My Dear Countrymen, / Your Loving Fellow-Subject, / Fellow-Sufferer and Humble / Servant, M. B. Oct. 13 1724. 
Note: The spelling has been modernised where possible for classroom purposes. [BS / Aug. 2017].
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