Jonathan Swift – Some Quotations


Letter to Alexander Pope (29 Sept. 1725): ‘I have ever hated all Nations professions and Communityes and all my love is towards individualls for instance I hate the tribe of Lawyers, but I love Councellor such a one, Judge such a one for so with Physicians (I will not Speak of my own Trade) Soldiers, English, Scotch, French; and the rest but principally I hate and detest that animal called man, although I heartily love John, Peter, Thomas, and so forth. This is the system upon which I have governed myself for many years (but do not tell) and so I shall go on till I have done with them. I have got materials towards a Treatise proving the falsity of that Definition animale rationale; and to show it should be only rationis capax. Upon this great foundation of Misanthropy […] the whole building of [Gulliver’s] Travels is erected: And I never will have peace of mind till all honest men are of my Opinion: by Conseqence you are to embrace it immediately and procuse that all who deserve my Esteem may do so too.’ (Correspondence, III, p.103.) 
Gulliver’s Travels (1726) – King of Brobdignag: ‘“I cannot but conclude”’, says the King, “[that] the bulk of your natives to be the most pernicious race of little odious vermin that nature ever suffered to crawl upon the face of the earth.”’ (Part II; Nonesuch Edn., 1934, pp. Penguin Edn. 2010, p.123.) 
Letter to Bolingbroke (21 March 1729), on living in Ireland: ‘I reckon no man is thoroughly miserable unless he be condemned to live in Ireland. ... do not let me die in a rage here like a poisoned rat in a hole.’ Further, ‘I ever feared the tattle of this nasty town [Dublin], and told you so; there are accidents I life that are necessary and must be submitted to; and tattle, by the help of discretion, will wear off.’; told Pope that he would be buried at Holyhead since he ‘will not lie in a country of slaves’ (Letters, ed. Williams, Vol. 4, p.406.)

Anglo-Ireland: Swift complained that ‘all persons born in Ireland are called and treated as Irishmen, although their fathers and grandfather were born in England; and their predecessors have been conquerors of Ireland, it is humbly conceived they ought to be on as good a foot as any subjects of Britain, according to the practice of all other nations, and particularily the Greeks and Romans’ (Letter to Lord Peterborough, 28 April 1726). 

Consent of the governed: ‘For in Reason, all Government without the Consent of the Governed, is the very Definition of Slavery; But in Fact, Eleven Men well armed, will certainly subdue one single man in his Shirt. But I have done. For those who have used Power to cramp Liberty have gone so far as to Resent even the Liberty of Complaining, altho’ a Man upon the Rack was never known to be refused the Liberty of Roaring as loud as he thought fit.’ (“Drapier’s Letters” [No. 4; 1724]; Works, ed. Davis, Vol. 10, pp.62-63.) 
Swift’s Epitaph*
‘Hic depositum est Corpus / IONATHAN SWIFT S.T.D. / Hujus Ecclesiae Cathedralis/Decani/Ubi saeva Indignatio /Ulterius / Cor lacerare nequit. / Abi Viator / Et imitare, si poteris, / Strenuum pro virili / Libertatis Vindicatorem / Obiit 190 Die Mensis Octobris / A.D. Anno Aetatis 78. 
*The epitaph, actually composed by him, is inscribed in on a marble plaque in St Patrick’s Cathedral. See W. B. Yeats’s translation-version: ‘Swift has sailed into his rest; / Savage indignation there / Cannot lacerate his breast. / Imitate him if you dare, / World-besotted traveller; he / Served human liberty.’ 

