Drapier’s Letters, The (1724-25), a series of seven pamphlets by Jonathan Swift, written during 1724-5, in which he assumed the guise of the ‘Drapier’, a Dublin shopkeeper, in order to protest at England’s treatment of Ireland as a ‘depending Kingdom’. This famous controversy began with an economic and legal dispute over the grant of a patent to William Wood, an English enterpreneur, to mint half-pence for Ireland. Not having been consulted, public opinion in Ireland denounced the scheme, and Swift turned the affair into a question of Ireland’s constitutional status. During 1724, he wrote and published five pamphlets on the issue: A Letter to the Shopkeepers, A Letter to Mr Harding, Some Observations upon a Report, A Letter to the Whole People of Ireland,  and A Letter to Lord Viscount *Molesworth. A sixth pamphlet, A Letter to the Lord Chancellor Middleton,  was written in that year, but withheld for legal reasons. In 1725, a final pamphlet, An Humble Address to both Houses of Parliament, was written but shelved when it was learned that the government had withdrawn Wood’s patent in the face of the Drapier’s successul campaign. These last two pamphlets were first published in 1735, by George *Faulkner. Throughout the controversy, Swift used the plain-spoken Drapier to unite Protestants against a system of rule which seemed to treat Ireland as a colony. The major theme of the Letters became legislative independence under the Crown, with the Drapier reminding his audience that ‘by the Laws of GOD, of NATURE, of NATIONS, and of your own Country, you ARE and OUGHT to be as FREE a people as your Brethren in England’. This declaration was seized upon by the authorities as seditious; the printer, John Harding, was arrested, and a reward offered for disclosure of the author. A complicated, even farcical, legal battle ensued, but the case was abandoned. Swift’s role as the Drapier earned him a reputation as a patriot. He was granted the Freedom of the City of Dublin, and his pamphlets provided later generations with a rhetoric of Irish constitutional independence.  








�PAGE  �








�PAGE  �1�














