Tale of a Tub, A (1704), a prose satire by Jonathan *Swift on religious fanaticism, probably begun in 1696, when he was vicar of Kilroot, Co. Antrim. It tells the story of three brothers, Peter (*Catholicism), Martin (Anglicanism) and Jack (Dissent), representing the main branches of the Christian Church, with five digressional episodes satirising various ‘modern’ absurdities, such as pedantic scholarship and puritanism. The father leaves his coat to the three boys, saying they must not alter it, but all three do, and fall out in the process. Swift’s life-long obsession with religious fundamentalism and dissent began with the Tale, which seems to have been strongly influenced by his residence in Kilroot, an overwhelmingly Presbyterian area. However Rome is fiercely attacked for its arrogance and its teaching on transubstantiation, and the Church of England, while celebrated as the most perfect ‘in Discipline and Doctrine’ is treated with Swiftian irreverence. The Tale is meant to divert attacks upon the ship of state and religion by using the old seaman’s trick of throwing an empty tub into the sea to distract marauding whales.   
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