Short View of the State of Ireland, A (1728), a pamphlet by Jonathan *Swift attacking those who seek political favour by pretending that Ireland is a prosperous nation. In systematic fashion, he lists those supposed conditions of a healthy economy, and then proceeeds to show how, despite her abundant natural resources, Ireland is kept in poverty by its own apathy and England’s punitive legislation. Absentee landlords who spend their Irish rents in England are bitterly denounced, as is a government which has stripped the country of its forests for export, hampered foreign trade, and discourgaed tillage in favour of grazing. Written two months after *Stella’s death, this is the first of a series of deeply pessimistic pamphlets on Ireland’s increasingly hopeless state. It was reprinted in The Intelligencer, a weekly paper begun by Swift and his friend Thomas *Sheridan in 1729.
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