"The Twa Corbies": A Comparative Study of Celtic Nationalism
in the Aftermath of the Scottish Independence Referendum.

—Engraving by C.O. Murray

A Bloomsday Lecture by Bruce Stewart
UFRN / Sept. 2014
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Crosses of St. George (England),
St Andrew (Scotland), St. Patrick
(Ireland) = The Union Jack.

Scotland

Scottish “Saltire”
(cross)

The Union Jack dates from the Union of Ireland with
England and Scotland in 1800. England and Scotland
were united in 1707. (Wales was a principality, not a
kingdom.)
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The Case of Ireland ~
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IRELAND'S BEING BOUND BY ACT
OF PARLIAMENT IN ENGLAND;,
STATED.

I Hare ever been fo fully perfuaded of the
flri€t Juflice of the Parliament of ExGLAND,
that I could never think that any of their
Proceedings, which might feem to have the
leaft Tendency to Hardihip on their Neigh-
bours, could arife from any thing but want
of due Information, and a right State of the
Bufinefs under their Confideration. The
want of which, in Matters wherein another
People are chicfly concerned, is no Defelt
in the Parliament of England, but it is
highly blameable in the Perfons whofe
Aftair is tranfulting, and who permit that
illuftrious Body of Senators to be mif-
informed, without giving them that Light
that might re&ify them.

B i could

The Case of Ireland being bound by Acts of
Parliament in England Stated, by William
Molyneux of Dublin Esq., with a new

preface (1698; London: J. Almon 1770)

William Molyneux, Esq.

M,

Bl
S"t

‘The Parliament House, Dublin’,
by James Malton c. 1793.

In the 18t century the Anglo-Irish “Ascendancy” build a neo-
classical capital city in Dublin raised on foundations already
laid by the Duke of Ormond after the Restoration (1660). In
1698 William Molyneux, a natural philosopher, published The
Case of Ireland [... &c.] in which he contested the right of the
Westminster Parliament and the English Government to rule
over Ireland. The book was suppressed by the government but
became a touchstone for Protestant nationalism. In 1775 the
Irish Parliament won Legislative Independence from Westmin-
ster but this was quashed by the Act of Union in 1801.



Causes of rebellion in Ireland

1798 — French Republicanism

Irish rebellions against English rule involved a
cocktail of grievances - variously connected with
land ownership, religious belief, cultural identity,
political ideology, social class, and romantic
idealism

The Irish leaders of 1641 and 1688 were
monarchists. Republicanism was the dominant
ideology of the revolutionaries in 1798. The
struggle between Constitutional Nationalism and
Physical-force Nationalism swayed back and forth
in modern times.

1867 — Agrarian grievances 1916 — Cultural & political nationalism




@ e s Ppreface to Irish Independence: Formative events 1912-21

Peing convinced In our consclences that Fome Nule

would be dsastrous to the material well-being of Ulster
as well as of the whole of Frélond. subversive of our
clvll and religlous ' freedom, desteuctive of our cibxenship -and
perilous to the unitp of the “Empire. we. whose names are -under-
written, men of Wlster. lopal sublects of His Graclous Majesty
Hing George V.. humbly relping on the God whom our fatlers tn
daps of ‘stress and trial confidently. trusted. do herebp pledge
ourselves in solemn Covenant throughout this our time of
threatened calamity to stamd bp one another in defending for
ourselves and our children our cherished position of equal cilixen-
ship in the Unlled Hingdom and in using all means which may be
found necessary to defeat the presemt comspiracy to set up a
Home Rule Parliament in Treland. q§ And in the event of
such a Parllament being forced upon us we further solemnlp and
mutually pledge ourselves to refuse to recognise its 3
9 TFn sure confidence that God will defend the right we bereto
subscribe our names. 9§ “And further, we individually declare

* that we bave not alreadp signed this Covenant. <
The above was signed by me ot .
“WUlster Dap." Saturdap. 28th September, 1912,

- ®d Save the Hing, ——

Ulster Covenant, 1912

 The Freemans Foneval :
g ’Q‘”iﬁ;?};ﬂ#

+|  DUBLIN: THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 194,
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Home Rule, 1914

Easter Rising, 1916

Anglo-Irish Treaty, Dec. 1921

Dublin Lock-Out Strike, 1913
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The Language Question

Nothing served better to unite resistance to English
rule in Ireland than the idea of a separate Irish
language — redeemed from near extinction by a
new generation of Irish nationalists in the 1890s.
The Gaelic League founded by Douglas Hyde and
others in 1893 began a vigorous movement for
cultural nationalism which ultimately joined forces

with the revolutionary nationalism when the
‘aspiration” toward national separation became

SOUSINTLy OGN weick swe AR vous
- | CTION :

very long ... i

The Gaelic League broadly promoted the idea that the “real” identity of Ireland was Gaelic and Catholic and that other ethnicities
and religious denominations should acknowledge this — those being chiefly English and Scottish (both Protestant.) While this
thinking contains elements of racism, it chiefly aimed to distinguish between Irish (or “Irish-Irish”) and Anglo-Irish in the prevailing
conditions of post-colonial Ireland at the dawn of the twentieth century. “Eire” in the poster is the Gaelic for “Ireland, and “West
Britain” is the name for any element in Irish life that looked to England as the dominant polity and culture.



Queen Elizabeth’s State Visits to Ireland (2011 & 2014)

Like our videos? Subscribe to us to see more content!

0:09

Queen Elizabeth in Dublin: “shared values ... that
make us so much more than just neighbours .. firm
friends .. and equal partners ...”

Queen Elizabeth visits the English Market in Cork, 2011

The Queen’s visit to Ireland in 2011 was marked by the great warmth with only a
few organised protesters from a hard-core Republican movement. Her visit to
Northern Ireland in 2014 included a handshake with Martin McGuinness, former
Chief-of-Staff of the IRA and latterly Second Minister of Northern Ireland.

The period of English ‘rule’ in Ireland extending from
1172 to 1922 — whether by force of arms or by
constitutional means under the Act of Union — was
often called the ‘800 years’. During this time, Ireland
was formally assimilated to the English way of life but
retained marked characteristics of the Gaelic wa of
life.

The assertion of ‘Irishness’ was a key
factor in the cultural revivalism of the
1890s and the efforts of the new state
after 1922 to embody it in daily life
were often paramount in the thinking
of the leaders. This was a psychological
necessity of the time but it was also a
source of tension later on when Ireland

and Britain found themselves
embroiled in the unsolved problem of
Northern Ireland. When political
solutions emerged there after 1998,
diplomatic accommodation with the
Crown were sure to follow.

The Queen honours the Irish Leaders who
conducted the 1916 Rising in Dublin ... and
shakes hands with a former IRA leader in
Belfast.

Minority Protest



The Case of Scotland

My Lord Chancellor,
HEN 1 conﬁ:lqr this affair of an uni-
on betwixt t.lr two nations, s it is
exprefs’d in the feveral articles thereof, and
now the fubje® of our deliberation at this time;
I find my mind crouded with varlety of very
melancholy thoughts, and I think it my duty
to difburden myfelf of fome bf them, ylz-
ing them before, and expofing them to the fe-
rious confideration of this honourable houfe.

I think 1 fee a free and indcpendent kingdom
deliveriog up that, which all the world hath
been fighting for, fince the days of Nimred ;
vea, that for which moft of all the empires,

' , ftates, principalitles, and dukedoms
of Exrope, are at this very time gngaged'in the
moft bloody and cruel-wars that evey wete ; to
wit, 2 power to manage their own affairs by
themfelves, without the affiftan¢e and (oanfel

of any other. o

Lord Belhaven's Speech in the Scottish Parliament, 2" Nov.
1706 (1706). Belhaven — who fought for Charles | in the
Civil War — opposed the Union with the words, ‘Patricide is
a greater Crime than Parricide, all the World over.

“... bought and sold for English gold” (Burns)

Parliament House (1803 facade)

From the 13t century up to 1707 - when it voted itself out of existence to form the
British Union - the Scottish Parliament (or “Estates”) functioned continuously
excepting during 1651-60, when it was united with the English Parliament under
Cromwell. Its extinction was associated with widespread unpopularity and
government bribery but was also seen as a politic necessity in view of the Stuart
dynastic threat and the growing influence of the English market in the wider Empire
context. Parliament House became the centre of Scottish Law and still contains
Courts and Advocates’ Library. The equestrian figure is Charles Il and dates from
1685.



Scottish Independence Referendum — 18t Sept. 2014
Result: 44.7% - Yes; 55.3% No.

Alex Salmond David Cameron
Leader of Scottish Nationalist Party; First Minister of Leader of Conservative and Unionist Party; Prime
Scotland. Minister of the United Kingdom.

i r

“I accept that verdict of the people “The people of Scotland have spoken
and I call on all of Scotland to follow and it is a clear result. ... They have
suit in accepting the democratic kept our country of four nations
verdict of the people of Scotland.” together. ... So now it is time for our

united kingdom to come together and
to move forward.”



B B ® Signin News Sport Weather iPlayer TV Radio More...

N EWS 20 September 2014 Last updated at 22:18 ‘ RSS ©

Gl World UK England N.lreland Scotland Wales Business Politics Health Education SciEnvironment Technology Entertainment & Arts

20 September 2014 Last updated at 18:47 I] Od=Ea

Scottish referendum: Gordon Brown vows

'powers will be delivered'
B3 COMMENTS (1392

“...a nation [once] again.”

Speaking to an audience of No campaigners in Fife, Gordon Brown
described himself as a "promise keeper" and said the leaders of the three
main UK parties were "promise makers" and would not be "promise
breakers"

He also moved to quash any suggestions that he planned to return fo
frontline politics. He said he was "too old to be the comeback kid" and
"too young to be an elder statesman"

Gordon Brown has said promises made by the "No" parties ahead Scolland
geihe JcoylSh MOFPAICANCS MRENAUN ON CHANGEANGIITNST EEREN Mr Brown said the eyes of the world had been on Scotland over the past

devolution will be delivered. ;
week and he called for unity

Gordon Brown: "Time for Scotland to unite”

He said: "There is a time to fight but there is a time to unite. This is the

Gordon Brown was Prime Minister when the Labour Party lost office to the time for Scotland to unite
Conservatives in 2010. During the Referendum of September 2014, he offered
Scottish voters greater devolutionary powers than ever if the “No” side won. In "| am sure sure we can find ways to unify against the odds. "
doing so he spoke for an ad hoc Labour-Conservative Coalition, united against the
Scottish National Party and Independence. During the General Election of May He added: "Let us think of ourselves not as Yes Scots or No Scots - but
2015, his successor David Miliband swore never to enter a coalition with the SNP. let us think of ourselves, all of us, simply as Scots and united let us be a
Labour found its Scottish support wiped out when the SNP took 56 seats in nation again.”

Westminster.



A nation once again — but which nation?

"No one has mentioned Braveheart or William
Wallace or talked about Romanticism. The debate in

this referendum has been very hard-headed ..."
(Tom Devine, Scottish historian - BBC4, 18 Sept.
2014.)

Scotland embraces a
Gaelic and Catholic
history as well as a
Protestant civic
tradition of which
Frances Hutcheson —
famous for the phrase
“enlightened self-
interest” —is but one
example.

Wallace Memorial, Stirling

Mel Gibson’s Braveheart
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Why the Scots Voted “No” ...
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“.. Rumours that the Duchess of Alba, the last descendent
of the Stuarts fancies her chances of becoming Queen of
Scotland may have been reason enough for Scots to vote
“No” to Independence.”

NGUEM ME PODE
RIGAR A IR PARA DENTRO!

O porque da vitoria do “nao”

A campanha do “sim” a independéncia da
Escdcia parecia bem encaminhada. Eis
sendo quando correu o rumor de que a
dugesa de Alba poderia, como ultimate
na linha de successao da dinastia dos
Stuart, ser rainha. Portanto, é facil de
perceber: com um susto destes, os esco-
sceses foram votar nao.

—Correio da Mahnd (Lisboa, 21.9.2014)

Excma. Sr.2 D.2 Maria del Rosario Fitz-James Stuart
y de Silva, 18th Duchess of Alba de Tormes*



ITV Leaders’ Debate during the General Election Campaign, April 2015

Nicola Sturgeon (MSP), leader of the Scottish
National Party and First Minister in the Scottish
Paliament (Edinburgh), challenged the
Monetarism of the Conservative Pary leader
David Cameron and stepped forward as the
defender of the less-well-off in Britain as well as
Scotland when she accused him of delivering
‘austerity’ for the disadvantaged and tax-relief
for the rich.

The SNP won 56 out of 60 available seats in
Scotland, wiping 40 seats off the Labour
holdings in that part of Great Britain — thus
reducing them to one seat, on part with the
Conservative tally.

The Conservative and Labour Members of
Parliament for Scotland are now respectively the
Secretary of State for and the Shadow Secretary
of State for Scotland.

—
P M ) 2335/21817 : © T e (-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vc6YH4-IHME

“I grew up in a working-class family | would not be stading here without the free education | had access to. As a politician | have no right to
take that same entitlement away from the next generation of young people ... It is shamefu for any politician who had benefitted from free
education to take it away from others .. awlays support the principle that your access to education as a young persons should always be
based entirely on your ability to learn and never, never on your ability to pay.” (Nicola Sturgeon, Leaders’ Debate, 2 April 2015.)



Mhairi Black’s Maiden Speech at Westminster

Mhairi Black (20) is the youngest member of Parliament
for 400 years — having comfortably beaten out-going
Labour candidate Douglas Alexander to his seat for Paisley
& Renfrewshire in Scotland. Her maiden speech at
Westminster created a sensation when she asserted that
she had not left the Labour Party, the Labour Party had
left her. To the Labour Members of Parliament present,
she said, that the Scottish National Party’s landslide
victory in the General Election — with 56 of 60 Scottish
seats in its control — was the product of their failure to
hold to the socialist principles on which they were
founded, and the capacity of the SNP to inspire hope in
voters seeking social equality in Scotland. More that that,
she said that “nationalism has got nothing to do with what
happened in Scotland” in the General Election ...

“I have listened to multiple speeches from Labour benches talk[ing] about the worrying rise of nationalism in Scotland ...
all these speeches have served to do is to show how deep the lack of understanding about Scotland is among the Labour
Party ... | have never been quiet in my assertion that it is the Labour Party that left me and not the other way around. The
SNP did not triumph on a wave of nationalism, in fact nationalism has got nothing to do with what happened in Scotland
... we triumphed on a wave of hope .. that there is something better to the Thatcherite neo-liberal polities [that] are
produced from this chamber ...” (Mhairi Black, Maiden Speech at Westminster — 14 July 2015.)



Statistics from the Irish Republic ...

Population of the Republic of Ireland 1841-2011

Population (millions)
w

The first chart show a sharp fall in the Irish population in the decades after the Irish
Famine of 1845-47 - when the pattern mass-emigration began. The fall virtually
ceased in 1901-1912 when remedial investment from Westminster came on stream.
Disappointingly, it failed to rise with Independence in 1922 and actually fell below the
3-million mark in the mid-century. After 1973, when Ireland joined the European
Union, benefits from both EU funding and inward American investment aimed at the
European market brought about a steep rise in population. At the latest count (in June
2015), less than half of ‘live births’ were due to the indigenous birth-rate and the rest
to children of migrants to Ireland - chiefly from Eastern European countries starting
families on arrival.

General government financial balances
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The second chart shows that the Irish economy suffered a
sharper decline — and a wider range — than the Portuguese
or Greek economies in the post-2007 recension/crisis. EU
bail-out and domestic austerity measures account for the
Irish recovery to the -4% level which was Greece’s starting
point.



